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|N THE NAME OF ALLAH ALL-BENEFICENT MOST MERCIFUL

took His Servant on a Night Journey from the Sacred

Mosque to the Farthest Mosque, and reserved for His
Beloved alone the Purest Ascent and Greatest Sign, granting him
the Highest Station and Loftiest Standing which can never be
measured nor limited! Allah bless and greet him and his Family
and Companions with the utmost greeting!

G lory to Allah Who sent down Gibril to His Beloved Elect,

Our Lord Most High, to You belong all praise, glory, and thanks
for Your favors which cannot be counted and for Your blessings
both manifest and hidden! Is not the time ripe for the hearts of
those who believe to submit to the reminder of Allah and to
the truth which is revealed? (57:16) Your forgiveness, our
Lord. Unto You is the journeying (2:285).

Among the greatest favors Allah grants to the seeker of Truth
and the murid of His Presence in our time is the companionship
of the Seal of Sainthood, the Accomplished Guide tothe Ways of
Holiness, our Master and Patron, Shaykh NAZIM AL-HAQQANTI
— Allah sanctify his secret, support him, protect him with His un-
failing Fortress, benefit us and all sincere Believers with him,
and guide us through him to what He loves and accepts, Amin!

Mawlana gave us a great gift in the light-filled association of
the blessed visit that travellers from Divinely-protected Sham
paid him in the last two weeks of the sacred month of Rajab in
the year 1422 — October 2001 — in his house and zawiya in the
Turkish Cypriot town of Lefke. His discourse shook us, took our
souls swimming in the higher orbits, sat king-like on the throne
of our minds and hearts!



The Joy of Cyprus in the Association of Rajab

The writer of these lines felt obliged to keep a memento of this
experience and wrote them, firstin Arabic, then in English, by way
of thanks and rendering of this tremendous trust —although un-
qualified —and also for others, perhaps, to benefit and drink from
this cool wellspring which the Lord of Daybreak brought forth
on the tongue of our Teacher. Lo! this is a conclusive word, It
is no pleasantry (al-Tarig 86:13-14). It was titled The Joy of
Cyprus in the Association of Rajab. May our Lord make rightthis
transcription and seal it with acceptance by our Patrons, the
Saints of the Most Distinguished Nagshbandi Path, the Dispensers
of Lordly Wisdoms — Allah Most High sanctify their purified
souls and elevate their stations higher, Amin!

Tasawwuf (Sufism)

O ur Exalted Teacher said when he was asked about tasawwuf:
“Each defined it according to his experience and according
to the time. Shah Nagshband said — Allah sanctify his secret! —
‘Our Path is companionship, and good is in the collective.’
Our Master Abi Yazid al-Bistami said, ‘Itis to bear with oppo-
sites.” Our Exalted Master, Mawlana al-Shaykh ‘Abd Allah al-
Daghistant said — Allah sanctify his secret! — ‘1t is the abandon-
ment of anger.’ He also said, with regard to the beginner, ‘It is
leaving “Why?” with one’s teacher.”” Then someone asked
Mawlana for his own definition but, out of modesty and adab,
he would not give one. Instead, he said: “We are servants and
followers of these men and hope they will accept us as such!”

M awlana, one time, reportedly defined tasawwuf as “The foot
inthe shoe.” Meaning, the placing of each thing in its exact
right place in all humbleness and simplicity. Mawlana defined
injustice as “placing something in other than in its right place.”
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Thus tasawwuf is the pinnacle of justice. Imam al-QushayrT said
in his Tafsir titled Lata ’if al-Ma ‘arif, “Whoever trains his sight
in its right place shall attain knowledge of Allah Most High.”

“Oneness of Being”

told Mawlana of Sayyid Yusuf al-Rifa‘T’s declaration about
I “Oneness of being” (wahdat al-wujiid) in Damascus: “None
of the Sufi Paths made this doctrine an essential tenet of theirs.”
Mawlana said: “They fought and argued without result. Those
that claim oneness of being with Absolute Being (al-wujid al-
mutlaq) are only trying to affirm their own existence together
with absolute Existence and this is shirk—partnership with Allah!”

The Divine Names and Attributes

e said: The Manifestations (al-tajalliyat) are of four types:

Divine Essence, Divine Attributes, Divine Names, and Di-
vine Acts. The Name of the Pure Essence (al-dhat al-baht) is HU
(“He”)while ALLAH is the comprehensive (jami ‘) Name for all
the Namesand Attributes. Every created being is a manifestation
for a Name or under the tutelage of one of the Divine Names,
which that being reveals. Hence there is no created being nor
glimpse of a second in time that equals another. From the Pure
Essence appear the Attributes and Names, while the worlds ap-
pear from the Acts. As for HU, He never appears for He is al-
Samad - the “Self-Sufficient, Impregnable, Eternally Besought
ofall, Everlasting Sovereign” Who has no interior nor is circum-
scribed in a place or direction, and everything in creation sub-
sists through this quality of His (samadiyya). Therefore, it is im-
possible for even an atom to exist outside of this quality of His.
If it were attributed to other than Him, it would be shirk.

7
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Oneness (al-Ahadiyya)

e said that the ocean of the Attributes points to the Essence

without being the Essence. Allah 4¢ said in Stirat al-Ikhlas,
Say: He is Allah, the One! then He said, And there is not, com-
parable unto Him, anyone (kufuwan ahadun) in the nominative
but He did not say, “And He does not have a single comparative”
(kufuwan ahadan) [accusative]. The second ahad points to the
Attributes and to the fact that they are insufficient to completely
describe Him. So, if the Attributes are insufficient —and they are
pre-eternal and everlasting—thenwhat about created beings?

Remark Concerning Qur’an Recitation

nthe course of thistalk Mawlana mentioned that some reciters

link up the two verses thus: Allahu Ahad-un-iLlzhu-s-Samad
at which time they thin out the pronunciation of the a in the sec-
ond mention of the Name of Allah. Then someone may hear this
in the wrong way and mispronounce the second mention of the
Name of Allah, “lillahu™!

The Distinction of the Creator from the Created

e said that creation is all from the ocean of the Attribute of

Power (al-qudra) and under the heading of the manifesta-
tion of the acts. Creation isnot “of Allah” in the sense of being a
part from or parcel of Him — never!* He begets not nor was be-
gotten (Zkhlas 112:3). Meaning, He never gives anything from
His Essence nor from Himself (min dhatihi) and is never given
anything from someone else. But His command, when He

L A reference to the mistake of Christians who misconstrue the preposition “of” to
mean part and parcel in attributions such as “Spirit of Allah.”
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intends a thing, is only that He says unto it: Be! and it is (Ya
Sin 36:82). Therefore, the existence of all things belongs to the
world of the Divine Command (“a@lam al-amr). They appear out
of the ocean of Power according to His determination, desig-
nation, and timing. Whenever He wishes, they go back to the
ocean of Power and disappear — then where is “Oneness of
Being” and where is “Incarnation”? Never! Allah is our refuge.

The Greatness of the Almighty Creator

e said that if Adam —upon him peace! — and all his offspring

until the Day of Resurrection were gathered together, they
would not exceed the size of a pinpoint in comparison to the size
of the universes and the constellations and the worlds. We are
really something insignificant in comparison to this huge
greatness! The power of the Lord of the worlds can even place
all of those worlds into that pinpoint! Where is “Incarnation” and
“Oneness of Being™? Subhan Allah! Allahu Akbarul-Akbar!

urther, the number of galaxies in the cosmos is impossible

to assess exceptto Allah Almighty. Even so, there exists all
around them a huge, deep blackness of unknown limits and end.
Perhaps, our constellation is a dot of light that cannot be seen in
the midst of these unlimited constellations and boundless space!

Iso, our solar system moves at a speed of eighteen million

kilometers per day since billions of years inside our gal-
axy, which itself is moving along with the other galaxies in this
space, which is one in a limitless number of spaces! All of this
is moving at a huge speed that indicates astronomical distances
that the mind is unable to compute. But it is all one drop in one
ocean of the oceans of His Power — Almighty and Exalted!

9
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The Pre-Eminence of Human Beings in Creation

e said: Nevertheless, human beings were allowed to observe

these huge creations and understand something of their ex-
tent and infinity. The secret of Divine Caliphate (al-khAilafa al-
rabbaniyya) was placed in the human being, by which his soul
goes to the farthest extent of the cosmos and comes back — not
like, butabove the angels! Verily We have honored the children
of Adam. We carry them on the land and the sea, and have
made provision of good things for them, and have preferred
them above many of those whom We created with a marked
preferment (al-Isra’17:70).

The Light of Faith-Informed Reason in the Heart

e said: Science has reached the point of proving that the

smallest particle can carry initthe hugest power, like atomic
power. And inthe humanmind (“aql) there is a small atom-point.
Some say it is in the head and some say it is in the heart — thisis
the correct view because the sultan is the heart. That atom-point
of light is able to encompass all that we have said and is able to
know Allah #. But if we were to gather together the intelligence
of all the wisest philosophers and sages, they would be unable
to know this and the worlds cannot carry it. Reflect upon this.

The Intermediary of Knowledge and Its Increase

H e said: All the types of knowledge are also gathered up in
a single pinpoint from which all take. Everyone takes his
fill and goes sated — then comes back, takes his fill, and goes
sated. The Exalted Messenger of Allah — Allah bless and greet
him and his Family! — is the intermediary. No-one obtains any

10
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knowledge except from this point, including the unbelievers. As
for the next world, the Mu min will be given the power to never
be sated but keep taking and taking. There they have all that
they desire, and there is more with Us (Qaf'50:35). Likewise
the Stations in Barzakh. They are in perpetual increase. And the
Messenger of Allah 22 always keeps rising and rising higher!

The Offices of Ghawth and Murshid

asked Mawlana one time about the saying attributed to some

Shadhilt authorities: “All the Qutbs [Spiritual Poles] and the
Ghawth [Arch-Helper] are from our ranks until the Day of Judg-
ment.” He replied: “Each speaks according to his level and
according to what he sees.” Meaning —and Allah knows best —
all express, according to their capacity and spiritual connection,
the patent and certain Divine favors that appear to them in con-
formity with the order to speak of His favors: Therefore of the
bounty of your Lord be your discourse (Duha 93:11). We
raise by gradeswhom We will, and over every lord of knowl-
edge there is one more knowing (Yisuf'12:76).

e heard this reply frequently, such as with regard to the

position of the Seal of Sainthood and the spiritual levels
where the Wali might see only himself. Consequently, he might
speak in absolute terms. Then Mawlana said: “And does any-
thing remain of true guidance and discipline in the Sufi paths?”
| asked him, Are not the Qutb and Ghawth necessarily connected
spiritually? He said, “This is something, and Irshad is some-
thing else.” By this he indicated — Allah knows best — the fact
that the guidance of servants to perfection is the highest spiritual
office, and the (Haqqgani and Siddiq) Shaykhs of the Nagshbandi
Path are the foremost inheritors of this office of guidance.

11
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The Golden Chain Holds the Legacy of All the Sufi Chains

M awlana told us that one time someone expressed surprise
atthe lightwhich he said he saw on the faces of the Nagsh-
bandisand asked: “From where do you obtain that light?”” Where-
upon GrandShaykhreplied: “This is from your lights.” Mawlana
explained: “This is not a compliment but really is the lights of
their Shaykhs and their legacy which was poured into the hands
of Sayyidi al-Shaykh. They worked and we inherited. So it is
correct to say: This [light] is from your blessings.”

The Supremacy of Hope in GrandShaykh’s Teaching

asked Mawlana about the statement of someone who attended

the teachings of Mawlana al-Shaykh ‘Abd Allah al-Daghistani
— Allah sanctify his soul! — in Damascus and said: “Hope over-
whelmed [fear] in him.” Mawlana said, One time our Master
Yahya [John the Baptist] met our Master ‘Isa [Jesus] — upon our
Prophet and upon them blessings and peace! — and said to him:
“It seems you feel safe of Divine punishment!” ‘Isa replied: “It
seems you despair of Divine mercy!”

hen Mawlana said, The station of elation (bast) is superior
to the station of care (gabd). However, each is utterly satis-
fied with the station given to him by his Lord!

he Messenger of Allah =2 always smiled. Bast overwhelmed

his gathering. He smiled and made his Companions smile.
As for his saying, “If you knew what I know, you would laugh
little and weep much,” it refers to his knowledge of the
dissensions and tribulations that would take place among his
Companions and in his Community until the Day of Judgment.

12
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bout the saying of GrandShaykh, “It is impossible that a

servant read the Fatiha and not benefit from it in the next
life, even a disbeliever,” Mawlana said: Whoever says La llaha
1llAllah one time, even in jest, receives reward because of the
saying of the Prophet #&: “Whenever the servant says the testi-
mony of faith, Allah Most High creates an angel that makes
mention of His Highmost Majesty until the Day of Judgment,
and the reward for all this dhikr goes to that servant!”?

awlana was asked: Are there not pre-conditions for its
M utterance and for the servant’s reward, and is the one who
speaks in jest rewarded nevertheless? He replied: “What about
the one who swallows poison unintentionally? Is he not affected
by it? It is the same with the one who does dhikr — intentionally
or in jest. And if this is the case for the Shahdda, then what do
you think is the case for the Fatiha — the Mother of the Book
and the essence of the Noble Qur’an?”

2| did not find this hadith but it was narrated from al-Nu‘man ibn Bashir .4 that the
Prophet # said: “Whatever you mention in reverence of the Divine Majesty such as
Tasbih, Tahlil, and Tahmid, rally around the Throne with a sound like the sound of bees,
a reminder of whoever uttered them. Does not each and everyone of you love for him-
self to have a perpetual reminder [at the Throne]?”” Al-Mundhiri said in ak-Targhib:
“Ibn AbT al-Dunya, Ibn Majah, and al-Hakim narrated it, the latter grading it sound per
Muslim’s criterion.” Another proof is the hadith of Malik ibn Dukhshum who was
considered a hypocrite yet the Prophet # said: “None testifies that there is no God but
Allah and that | am the Messenger of Allah and then enters the Fire.” Anas was so
pleased when he heard this hadith that he told his son to write it down. Sahih Muslim.

13
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The Greatness of Allah Almighty in His Creation
The Physical Smallness of Man in the Universe
Hagqani Existence and Man’s Caliphate
Limited Knowledge Is Virtually Nil
The Muhammadan Light, Adornment of the Believers?

lHahu Akbar. Allahu Akbar. Allahu Akbar. Allahu Akbarul-

Akbar! [Allahis Greatest. Allah is Greatest. Allahis Greatest.
Allah is the Greatest of the Greatest!] Bismil//ah al-Rahman al-
Rahim. Tarigatuna-s-Suhba; wal-Khayru fil-Jam ‘iyya. [In the
Name of Allah all-Beneficent most Merciful. “Our Path is com-
panionship, and good is in the collective.”]

he greatness of Allah! Allah is great. But the word “great”
—that is going to be unable to give anything from the meaning
of great — being great — of Allah.

eisgreat. And Heisonly One.[There] can’t be a second one

in existence. They are saying, “Ten millions of galaxies.”
They may say one hundred million galaxies. Do you think that
space may conclude one hundred million galaxies? What do
you say? Can it conclude them? Much more. One billion?

his is only space. And space is not Allah. Allah is Allah.

And this space — can you imagine that you can fill it with
galaxies? If 1 am asking you to, can you fill it, one ocean —
leave one ocean; if I am saying to you the Mediterranean Sea
just went dry: do you think that you can be able to fill it with a
bucket? How many buckets do you need to fill the Mediterra-
nean Sea? | am not saying the Atlantic Ocean or the Indian

3 This entire section is an almost literal transcription of Mawlana’s words.

14
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Ocean or the Pacific Ocean. Do you think that you can fill it?
Not empty it, fill it. Do you think that you can do that?

nd do you think that space only — and this is one space, |

am speaking on one space only, and your Lord — He has
countless spaces! Only one space—that—andweare in it. Do you
think that billions of galaxies or trillions of galaxies or quadril-
lion times quadrillions of galaxies —each one a gigantic galaxy —
can fill that space?

am coming to say to you about unlimited numbers of gal-

axies may enter, may be swimming through this huge space.
At the end it is so dark. Dark—dark. To prove their existence?
Through that depthless darkness, do you think that trillions of
quadrillion galaxies give any small spot of light?

his is a grant — to think about that point. For the children of
Adam, that is honor. That is honor we have been granted.
That Allah Almighty is saying, We have honored the children
of Adam (al-Isra’17:70). Only to think about it gives you honor!

our imagination—itisimpossibletoreach to an end. Beyond

your imagination may come countless imaginations. To
think about it — can’t be. And they are so small. So small! Physi-
cally. Among material beings — so insignificant that they can’t be
mentioned.

O ur being, through this huge greatness, is never going to be
acknowledged. Never. The physical being — you can’t say
anything about it in this huge vastness of space! If you fill it,
you are going to open another space into which the first space
disappears ...

15
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hey are saying now, “God and Man.” — Allah and Man!

Allah and His Deputy — Man. Who are you? How are you
claiming to say, “I am something.” How are you going to speak
on Wahdat al- Wujid (“Oneness of Existence”). That is ignorance.
Where is Existence — true, real Wujid? Wujiid Haqqani? Where
is that one? Where is your existence?

utmenare notblamed to say about themselves, “I am some-

thing, I am someone.” Greatness Allah Almighty is giving
to men when He was saying, And when your Lord said unto
the angels: Lo! I am about to place a viceroy in the earth
(2:30). That is to be. Through the material world: nothing. But
this quality that is qualifying man, no-one can know. No-one
can know about it. And they are so happy to say they are such
big ones, strong ones. .. Manthatis granted to be Khalifa (Caliph)
may spread his hand towards the moon and take it in his hand
like this. Khalifa! And no-one knows the real position of being
Khalifa of Allah Almighty.

T herefore, Man is going to be great also. Great one through
creatures. Hadrati Insan: “His Exalted Highness — Man.”
Do you understand? La Hawla wa la Quwwata illa biLlahi al-
‘Alr al- ‘Azim. Allahu Akbarul-Akbar. Allahu Akbarul-Akbar.

T herefore, Allah Almighty was ordering to Rasulullah % to
ask, O my Lord! Increase me in knowledge (20:114).
Because Allah Almighty is saying and of knowledge you have
been vouchsafed but little (17:85). That but little (galilan) is
never going to be “much” (kathiran). You also are always on the
limit of qalilan. Limited (mahdiid). And “unlimited” (bila
hadd) — for Allah Almighty. And everything in limits is going
to be, finally, zero. Nothing. Nothing. Nothing.

16



The Joy of Cyprus in the Association of Rajab

nd ignorant people are claiming, “We are something. I am
A something. I am something.” I am going to say to them
when they are through their coffins, I am going to ask them, O
our fellow, what do you think now? You are something? You
are nothing! Where is your greatness that you were claiming
through your life? Where did it leave you? Where is your great-
ness? Do you think that your greatness consists in being put
under a pyramid? Or under such a building? That building — its
greatness belongs to it, not to you. You are under it, only bones!
No-one can look at you. Mummies. No-one can look at you. If
you can look at them, perhaps you can’t sleep in the night-time!
From fear — is it coming from this side or coming from that
side? You will lose your appetite because of his ugliness.

A nd death is coming, and this brightness [of the face] is
going quickly away, except for the Believers — it is OK.
Mu’mins’ faces are never going to be ugly, because familiarity,
much more, is coming on them when they are leaving this life
for the next life. But for others — ugliness comes upon them.
Therefore, people never like to look at those persons. They take
a cover and quickly cover them. Because they have such ugly,
such bad faces. Most people. Only a few people, you can look
at them and see that the interest of their soul is not yet finishing
and not cut off.

halifa. That is a grant from Allah Almighty. Dressing. If

Allah Almighty showed Adam through the real clothes
that He dressed him with for being His Deputy, Shaytan was
the first to make sajda to him. But, because this world can’t
carry that appearance — Divine appearance, Real appearance —
therefore, He made it less, less, less and put on his physical
being only one ray. And through one ray, Sayyiduna Adam was

17
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shining like the sun. But it was not enough for Iblis to surrender.
And Allah Almighty is not giving that appearance to Adam, be-
cause the whole world can’t carry it. May Allah forgive us.

his is something from the sciences of realities of Sayyidi

Muhyt al-Din [Ibn ‘Arabi], and Sayyidi Mawlana al-Shaykh
‘Abd Allah Daghistani, Allah sanctify their souls and elevate
their stations always! Always and ever, with the sanctity of him
after whom there is no Prophet # . Al-Fatiha.

his light [of the Wali], if it were to appear, that would be

the Niar Muhammadi. Because of it all creation would dis-
appear because it cannot endure it. It would disappear from ex-
istence. Disappear from appearance.

Nescience Is Without Limits

awlana said in another talk: “What is not known is without
M end while what is known is within limits” (al-majhul bila
nihdaya wal-ma ‘liim ila nihaya). And: “The perfections of Man
are true wonders!” (kamalatu--insan ‘aja’ib). And: “Outwardly
Man is disconnected, but in reality he is connected” (al-insanu
zahiruhu munfasil wahuwa hagigatan muttasil). He declaimed:

Don'’t fret so much: Each lot shall pass.
The Decree’s out  While the world turns.
Sitinyour place;  Try to keep still.

The Sources of Shaykh Muhyt al-Din’s Knowledge

M awlana said: Shaykh Muhyt al-Din wrote out of spiritual
openings but he did not understand all that he wrote. He

18
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used to speak according to three Presences (hadaratz). The first
was the Divine Presence — and this is the type of knowledge that
he did not understand; but he told of it so that the great saints
would scoop from it at a later stage. The second was the Pro-
phetic Presence, and the third was from the Presence of the great
Saints. At times, he wrote in a state of near-unconsciousness
and reported types of knowledge of concern to later authorities
that understood that knowledge exclusively of others.

Revering the Divine Secret in Man

awlana said: One time I was walking with Mawlana al-

Shaykh. We were going home on Mount Qasyiin, upwards
from the Shaykh Muhyt al-Din Mosque. I kicked aside a stone
that was in the middle of the road and might have caused harm.
Mawlana al-Shaykh said: “Do not do this again. This stone is
one of the creatures of Allah and every single creature subsists
through the light of Allah. Therefore, bow down out of respect
for that light and take it with your hand.”

hen Mawlana told us the story of Mawlana Jalal al-Din al-

Rimi walking with his disciples in one of the streets of
Konya when a monk came walking from the opposite direction.
The monk bowed down as asign of humbleness before Mawlana,
but Mawlana bowed down before him even more. His disciples
were astonished: how can he bow in such fashion before the
monk? Mawlana answered them: “We surpass them in humble-
ness also.” This explanation is outwardly for the common kind.
For the elite its meaning is: We bowed down only in reverence
for the light that was stored in him by Allah Most High Who
said: We have honored the children of Adam (al-Zsra’17:70).
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The Excellence of Syro-Palestine and the Invocation
of Blessings on the Prophet # Loudly after Adhan

M awlana said about the muezzins that leave out the loud in-
vocation of blessings and peace after the call to prayer:
Leaving it out is treachery (khiyana) against the Prophet 2.
Then he mentioned, about the people of Sham, the hadith: “It is
forbidden for its hypocrites to have authority over its Believ-
ers.”*Hesaid this hadith is proof of the correctness of their belief.

T hen he said: There is a stronger proof for raising blessings
and peace in the two noble verses: That [do]. And whoso
magnifies the symbols of Allah, it surely is from devotion of
the hearts (al-Hajj 22:32) And the great camels! We have
appointed them for you among the symbols of Allah (22: 36).
Therefore, whoever objects to the loud invocation of blessings
and peace after the call to prayer is asked: Do you not consider
it devotion to magnify the symbols of Allah, among them the
great camels? Or do you say that magnifying them is idolatry
and innovation? Rather, the explicit Qur’anic text stipulates
that it is obligatory to magnify them. So then, what is the Mes-
senger of Allah & in your eyes? Is he not one of the symbols of
Allah, orrather the greatest? Therefore, whatisthe status of mag-
nifying him — Allah bless him and his Family and Companions —
in your opinion? Is magnifying him “obligatory” (wdjib) or “of-
fensive” (makrizh)? Or doyou deem him less than a great camel?!

4 Narrated from Khuraym ibn Fatik, from the Prophet # by al-Tabarani, and from
Khuraym himself by Imam Ahmad and Ibn Abi ‘Asim, all with good chains
according to al-MundhirT and al-Haythami. Al-Suytfi declared the hadith sound
(sahih) in al-Jami * al-Saghir.
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urthermore, Allah % said, Lo! Allah and His angels shower

blessings on the Prophet (33:56) in the present-and-future
tense (mudari ), not in the past, but forever and in permanence.
No-one hatesto raise the loud invocation of blessings and peace
after the call to prayer except a Jew or a Christian!

The Followers and the Master
awlana said: They told Riimi, “You are a remarkable man
but your students are unworthy.” He replied: “Who do
yousee at the physician’s door, the healthy or the sick?”

awlana continued: People carry unlit torches and come to

the suninorderto light them. The followers of the Prophet
# lived in the Time of Ignorance, then they became the best of
human beings and the models of perfection. It is for this that
the great guides came: to render people beautiful and perfect.

asked Mawlana about certain advanced persons who hold per-

mission (ma 'dhiin) and seek successorship (mustakhlaf) who,
if someone differs with them or questions them—even in sincere
faithful advice (nasiha) — become upset and say: If you contra-
dict or object to me, such-and-such harm shall hit you! Mawlana’s
face changed to sadness when he heard this and he said: “They
are the Shaykh and I am the doorman.” He said this in disap-
proval to mean — and Allah knows best — that they put them-
selves in the place of the Shaykh and obviate him as if he were
merely their instrument or he were their follower.

mentioned to Mawlana the story of Sayyid Ahmad al-Rifa‘t
al-Kabir — Allah be well-pleased with him! — cited in al-
Munaw1’s Tabagat al-Siifiyya when the Sayyid told his followers,
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“If you see anything wrong in me, do not hide it from me but
tell me of it immediately.” He made them promise. One of
them said: “O my master, | saw one thing wrong in you.” He
asked what? The student replied: “Your one wrong is that you
have such as ourselves for disciples.” Mawlana said: “They
kept adab with their Shaykh.”

Discernment Is Through Seclusion

awlana said: An Englishman came to GrandShaykh sent by

J.G.Bennettwho had accepted Islam at the hand of Grand-
Shaykh and named himself Muhammad ‘Ali. His envoy came,
carrying questions — he was a man with many questions, he be-
gan around mid-morning and did not finish until after ‘Isha!
Among other things, he asked about the science of physiogno-
my (al-giyafa aw al-firasa) so that he could find out which among
his students was suitable for certain things and what the best ori-
entation was for such students. GrandShaykh mentioned the
hadith of al-Bukhari and Muslim, “Each is facilitated for that
for which he was created.” Then he said, “Seclusion is crucial
sothat the heart-apparatus (jihaz al-galb) will work. There is no
egg without rooster. If the Shaykh is other than a Shaykh of educa-
tion (tarbiya), then yes, there will be an egg without rooster —
in which case it would be only a Shaykh of blessing.”

hen he was asked whether the khalwa will bear fruit if

entered upon the request of the Murid asking permission
rather than the Shaykh’s own order, Mawlana replied: “No.”
Thenhe added: “Except in the way of training and self-control.”
When | asked him what is the way to Kill the ego he joked:
“The Arabs use the sword while the English have the axe, the
French the guillotine, and the Barbarians (al- ‘ajam) hanging!”
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awlana said one time of one of the Murids who were pre-

sent, “He has gravitas” (hayba). The latter said: “A certified
donkey, Ya Sayyidr!” Mawlana said: “The donkey is useful and
carries much; the wolf is a harmful predator.”

Seclusion Is Through Sincerity

O ne of those present exclaimed one time, “Ya Sayyidi, |
never saw in my life more eloquent or knowledgeable than
you!” Mawlana said: “Whoever dedicates purely to Allah
(akhlasa lillah) forty mornings, the wellsprings of wisdom
break forth from his tongue.” This authentic noble Prophetic
hadith was narrated by Imam Ahmad in the book of Simple
Living (al-Zuhd), Ibn Abi Shayba in his Musannaf, and others
through many narrative chains. It forms enough proof of the in-
sincerity of whoever comes out of the Forty-Day seclusion in
the same poor state in which he entered it, indulging in slander,
vulgar speech, obsession with what he considers his inviolable
right, self-importance, and harming people — none of which has
anything to do with wisdom.

GrandShaykh’s Seclusion in Madina

M awlana told us: The order came from the Prophetic Pres-
ence that GrandShaykh should enter seclusion in Madina
Munawwara and that he should take with him Shaykh Muham-
mad Nabhan of Aleppo. Whenthe latter heard the news, he said:
“This is for beginners! As for ourselves, Ya Shaykh, we are be-
yond [seclusions].” He refused to accompany GrandShaykh or
respond to his call. So, GrandShaykh then entered the Forty-
Day seclusion with Mawlana al-Shaykh Nazim and no-one else
except Allah and His Prophet.
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e heard in Sham from the noble Sayyid Shaykh ‘Abd al-

Qadir al-Jili al-Madant al-QadirT the son of Abiina al-
Shaykh — Sidi Muhammad Ahmad al-Maht al-Bukhari who was
one hundred and forty years old when he died —that Sidial-Maht
saw Mawlana al-Shaykh Nazim in Madina when the latter came
outof thatkhalwa, shook his hand, and supplicated for him.

The Advent of al-Mahdi, upon Him Peace

mentioned to Mawlana that one of the Yemeni Shaykhs,

Shaykh “Ali Jafii of Tarim, Hadramawt, the friend of Sayyidi
al-Shaykh Habib ‘Umar ibn Hafiz Ba ‘Alawi — Allah bless and
keep our Shaykh and them! — said that the Mahdt shall appear
before the year 2004. | also heard from one of the foremost Schol-
ars of Sham, also from the Prophetic Tree, that the late Hadith
Master of Damascus Shaykh Badr al-Din al-Hasant — originally
from Morocco — had declaimed:

And in the Sixth shall appear the Grandson of the Prophet
— The Best of all creation with the best mother and father!
Then blessed is he who lives in his time

And blessed whoever is still a child being raised.

hat scholar said that “the Sixth” may refer to the year 2006.

However, Mawlana said: “We do not accept that Allah be
disobeyed and the Umma tortured and the flag of Satan to be
raised for one, two, or four more years nor for one day more.
Therefore, every morning we say, ‘Tonight he will appear’; and
every night we say, ‘Tomorrow he will appear.’

I n a previous visit I had asked Mawlana about the saying of
some of the people of Maghreb— among them Shaykh Muhy1
al-Din in one of his treatises and Imam al-Qurtubi in his book
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al-Tadhkira—thatthe Mahdishall come out of the Maghreb. (Al-
Qurtubi even said there was a report from Ibn Mas‘ad to that
effect but he did not cite it.) But Mawlana said: “It is not as they
said. The onewho knowsisnot like the one who does not know.”

Tyrants

e said: The method of tyrants is to show contempt and be-

little the people until they are obeyed. Sick souls accept
and submit to this. Thisis part of the Pharaonic principles. Thus
did he [Pharaoh] make fools of his people, and they obeyed
him. Lo! they were a wanton folk (al-Zukhruf 43:54).

Silence and Inquiry

asked Mawlana about the Murid who queries and the Murid

who does not query but receives hisanswers from the Shaykh
through the heart: is not the latter preferable? He replied: “The
Shaykh might cast the question into the heart of the Murid so
that the latter will ask him with his tongue, for entertainment.”

The Red Sulfur

mentioned to Mawlana the saying of one of the eminent per-

sonalities of Damascus—known by the title of “Doctor” due to
the pervasive unpopularity, in the “educated” Arab and Islamic
world, nowadays, of true Islamic and Arabic titles such as Fagqih
(Jurisprudent), Shaykh al-Isiam (Chief Umma Jurisprudent),
Imam (Major Jurisprudent), Hafiz (Hadith Master), Muhaddith
(Hadith Scholar), Musnid (Hadith Narrator), Ustadh (Master),
Shaykh (Teacher), Muftr (Formal Legal Respondent), Murshid
(Guide), Qadz (Judge), Mugri’ (Qur’anic Tutor), Wa iz (Admon-
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isher), etc. — who said in one of his Jumu ‘a sermons: “The one
who seeks the path of sincerity and self-purification definitely
needs a Murshid, but where can one be found? There are too
many charlatans and impostors in our time. Therefore, Brother,
let your Murshidbe the Book and the Sunna.”

ur Murshid said when he heard this: “This heedless Shaykh

has trodden the path of Satan. How did he, himself, obtain
Islamic knowledge, and how is Islamic knowledge presently
taken from him? So then, how can the Book and the Sunna and
the Arabic dictionary be one’s Murshid?”

hen Mawlana mimicked for us a person who sits surrounded

with open books, perusing them one after another until he
becomes confused and starts to pull his hair out! Then he said:
“Even if there are too many impostors, the Murshid Shaykh is
like the red sulphur [pure gold]: very rare, and almost unobtain-
able. One must search in earnest. Whoever strives, finds.”

Honey is not Taken from the Bee’s Mouth

O ne of the Murids present asked Mawlana: “Ya Sayyidr, do
you authorize and entitle us to narrate from you all your
answers?” He replied: “Honey is not taken from the mouth of
the bee. We wait until it digests it.” The bee is the Murid and the
digestion is Divinely-granted spiritual maturity. May this tran-
scription approximate the latter! And “Many a transmitter of
knowledge does not himself understand it, and many may trans-
mit knowledge to others who are more versed in it than they.”®

5 Mass-transmitted (mutawatir) hadith of the Prophet £ narrated from 19 Companions.
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Looking Without Learning is a Capital Offense

S imilarto Mawlana’s reply is what I heard him say in a pre-
vious visit, when | asked him about the astounding book al-
Ibriz (“The Pristine Gold”)—the transcription of the discourses of
the Moroccan Ghawth Sayyidi ‘Abd al-°Aziz al-Dabbagh by his
scholarly Murid Sayyidi ‘Ali ibn al-Mubarak — whereupon he
turned to one of those present and asked: “Ya Shaykh X., did you
read Kitab al-1briz?” The latter replied: “Mawlana al-Shaykh
‘Abd Allah did not permit us to read books!” Mawlana said:

ch a Shaykh X., I was with Mawlana al-Shaykh one time
as we were crossing the Asriiniyya Souk in Damascus.
We passed by a certain shop. GrandShaykh looked at the win-
dow so I looked too. When | looked, he turned to me and said:
‘Nazim Effendi, looking without wisdom is a capital offense’
(al-nazaru bidiin hikma jinaya).” Meaning — Allah knows best —
to look at the variegations of the world (al-aghyar) without spe-
cificorder nor necessity is harmful to the light of the heart and for-
bidden to the Awliya’. But if it is for wisdom then it is not
harmful.

hen Mawlana said: “The bee goes from flower to flower, tak-
T ing from each its need until honey comes out of it. Simi-
larly, someone may look into books and take from each of them
wisdom until, in the end, he becomes a possessor of wisdom.”

O ne time, Mawlana reportedly forbade a Murid from read-
ing Ibn ‘ Arabi’s al-Futihat al-Makkiyya with the words: “If
you understand this book then you do not need it; and if you do
not understand it then it is dangerous for you to read it. In both
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cases, you have no need of reading it.” So Mawlana addresses
each according to their understanding and intentions.

The Divine Attributes Are the Signposts of the Essence

awlana recounted to us that one day Shaykh Tawfiq al-

Hibricame from Beirutto Mawlana al-Shaykh ‘Abd Allah.
He was GrandShaykh’s son-in-law. He came to him [in Qasyiin]
one morning in the month of Safar then he went down to Da-
mascus to visit the Shaykh Ahmad Haran the wali—“he went to
the brook and left the ocean.” GrandShaykh said: “He s going to
move [from this life].” It was not very long until the news came
that al-Hibr1 had died in the late afternoon that same day. They
went down to the house of Shaykh Ahmad — Allah sanctify his
secret — where the death had taken place. Shaykh Ahmad said
to GrandShaykh, “I have a question.” GrandShaykh did not like
questions from Shaykhs but he asked for the question to be tran-
slated into Arabic — although he could well understand it. The
question was: What is the difference between the Attributes of
Allah Most High and His Names?

randShaykh replied on the spot: “Were it not for the Attri-

butes, the absolute Divine Identity would never be known
for it is in a ‘heavy cloud’ (‘ama’) [‘He was in a heavy cloud
above which there was air and below which there was air’®].
Then His Attributes appeared and He became known. The
Namesare indicators of the Attributes. Were it not for the Names,
the Attributes could not be known.” Shaykh Ahmad Hartin then
went over to GrandShaykh and kissed his hand. (It is well-known
that Shaykh Ahmad revived the dead, by Divine permission.)

6 Hadith of the Prophet # narrated by al-Tirmidhi, Ibn Majah, and Ahmad.
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awlana Shaykh Nazim continued: “Allah 4 said By the

heaven, holding mansions of the stars (al-Burij 85:1).
Without the mansions, the heavens would not be known. As for
the plural burij for ‘mansions’ [sing. burj] it is more encom-
passing than abraj because burizj cannot be limited nor counted.
They are twelve [signs of the zodiac] only according to our un-
derstanding. Allah 4 also said And landmarks, and by the
stars they find a way (al-Nahl 16:16). So the Attributes are the
landmarks of the Essence, the Names are the landmarks of the
Attributes, the Acts are the landmarks of the Names, and all
creatures are subsumed in the Acts.”

The Ever-Expanding Universe

mentioned to Mawlana the finding that the universe is con-

stantly expanding at very high speed and he replied on the
spot with the Qur’anic verse We have built the heaven with
might, and We it is Who create the vastness of Space (al-
Dhariyat 51:47). After he recited it, he smiled at the questioner
and his face was glowing like the sun. Then he recited There-
fore flee unto Allah; lo! I am a plain warner unto you from
Him (51:50) and said: “Because the answer is with Him when
Thatday manwillsay: ‘Whereisaplacetofleeto?’ (al-Qiyama
75:10).” Then he turned to those present and said: “So where is
Allahinorder that they flee to Him?”” We replied with the hadith
qudsrt ““I sit with the one who remembers me””’; the verse Your
Lord is in the watchtower (al-Fajr 89:14); Allah is with those
who keep their duty unto Him and those who are doers of
good (al-Nahl 16:128); and the verse I am with you twain,
Hearing and Seeing (Taha 20:46). But he did not answer.

7 Narrated from Ka‘b al-Ahbar by Ibn Abi Shayba (1:108, 7:73), Ibn Abi ‘Asim in
al-Zuhd (p. 68), Abii Nu‘aym (6:37-42), and al-Bayhaqt in Shu ‘ab al-Iman (1:451).
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“My Foot Is on the Neck of Every Saint”

haykh ‘Abd al-Qadir al-Gilani said — Allah sanctify his

secret: “My foot is on the neck of every wali.” Some people
are disconcerted by this saying and one of the Doctors of al-
Sham publicly denied that the Shaykh ever said it. Mawlana said:
“It means the foot of the Messenger of Allah #, since Shaykh
‘Abd al-Qadir al-Gilani is his descendant, and the Family of the
Prophet % is on the neck of every Believer!” Mawlana also told
us that his own family tree back to the Prophet # — through
Shaykh Abd al-Qadir on Mawlana’s paternal side — was docu-
mented lately. May Allah inspire those who have this documen-
tation in their possession to discharge their trust and publish it.

Dala'il al-Khayrat

asked Mawlana about the expression used by Imam al-Jazul1

— Allah sanctify his secret! — in Dala’il al-Khayrat: “O Allah,
send blessings upon our Master Muhammad until nothing of
mercy remains!” I mentioned to him that some of the Shuyiikh
in Sham showed reticence to this phrase. Mawlana said: “Yes, |
feel unease about this expression.” I kissed his hand and missed
the rest of what he said but I was told that he added: “The chest
can hardly embrace its expansiveness!” It is a wonder how
Mawlana accounts for every side of a question and gives safe
haven to the subtlest of meaningstogether with the utmost adab.

L ater, one of the noble descendants told me in Damascus —
namely, ‘Abd al-Mughith the son of Sidi al-Shaykh Mustafa
al-Basir — with whom I had visited Mawlana the previous year—
the Qur’an teacher and Shaykh of the Darqawiyya-Basiriyya
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zawiya in Central Morocco, the son of the Friend of Allah Sidi
Ibrahim Basir — Allah be well-pleased with them! — that he had
read something very close to this reply in the fifth volume of al-
Ta‘ariji’s book al-I‘lam biman Halla fi Marrakish min al-
A ‘lam, a biographical compendium of the Ulema of Marrakesh.
The author also wrote in the chapter devoted to al-Jazuli: “Love
of the Prophet and his Family held complete sway over him.”

@

66 Allah, send the vastest blessings on the one You sent as

O a Mercy to the worlds and upon his Family and Com-
panions, and greet them all with the utmost salutations of safety
and peace, a number of times equal to the Attributes of Allah
and as befits His perfection!” We heard one of the famous
Fugaha’ of Damascus say: We heard Shaykh Mulla Ramadan
inagathering of invocation of blessings upon the Prophet (majlis
salat ‘ala al-Nabi) % in Damascus, when someone present ob-
jected to the phrase “a number of times equal to the Attributes
of Allah” — because Divine Attributes cannot be calculated or
numbered — whereupon Mulla Ramadan said: “In that case we
shall leave it and content ourselves with the formula of the
Salat Ibrahimiyya [as in Tashahhud].” He did this to avoid
discussion, otherwise, the answer is that the meaning is: “May
Allah bless the Prophet with an endless, countless, incalculable
blessing.” AMIN.
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hanks and praise to Allah! Here end the notes inspired by

the two lightning weeks He gifted us in the company of
Mawlana. It is a wonder how one can spend a lifetime with

him at home and abroad, then keep fromflyinginthe air or
treading across mountaintops. “Subhanak Allahumma!
None can render count of Your Glory. You are
just as You have glorified Yourself.”®
Allah send everlasting blessings
and greetings of peace on the
Joy of creation our Master

and upon
his Family and
all his Companions.
May Allah raise us in the
company of His Saints! Amin.

Lefke-Damascus—Brunei 23 Ramadan 1421

8 Hadith narrated from ‘A’isha and ‘Alf in Malik, Ahmad, Muslim, and the Sunan.
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